Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 66 May 1973 use of LSD to facilitate existential freedom. There is little mention of the specific indications for this therapy and inadequate reference to the dangers, except that the patient must be strong enough to survive these. As it is concluded that existential psychotherapy does not qualify for systematic evaluation of its outcome, it is only possible to strongly question the wisdom of publicizing this particular psychotherapeutic technique in such a superficial fashion on empirical grounds, and perhaps to reiterate Jaspers' own quotation from 'Macbeth' in which the doctor firmly resists the latter's demands to 'Raze out the written troubles of the mind ... with some sweet oblivious antidote' and points out instead the way in which the patient may be able to assist in his own therapy. surprisingly, the emphasis is on physics rather than physiology, and the clinical contributions are of no great consequence. There are three sections, dealing respectively with ultrasonics, electromagnetics and the rest, the latter consisting of hot-film anemometry, thermal and dye dilution, conductivity probes and plethysmography. The theoretical discussion in the first two sections is excellent, and comprehensive except for omitting consideration of the intravascular electromagnetic probe.
Evaluation of conference reports is always difficult. There is little here in the way of experimental results that will not be familiar to physiologists or clinicians interested in the circulation. On Eleven chapters cover physiology, instrumentation and the examination of conditions. The style of writing is economical. This is a welcome and useful addition to a field in which there are few published texts.
